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Student Council

	



Date: 14 December 2015


Time: 17hrs


Location: CC.G.04
Agenda
1. Apologies for absence 

2. Minutes for ratification as a true and accurate record

a) 23.11.15 

3. Executive Officers’ Reports and Question Time

a) SU President - Included
b) V.P ADI & Combined Honours - Included
c) V.P Cass & HSB - Included
d) V.P Business, Law & Psychology - Included
e) V.P ACE & SS - Included
4. Motions
a) N/A
5. Any other business

a) UK air strikes in Syria
Please Note:

Date of next meeting – Monday 25th January 2016 in Room: SD.1.13; Docklands
Deadline for Agenda items, Report & Motions is Monday 16th January 2016 before 4pm

Agenda item: 2 (a)

Minutes: 26.10.15 – Draft

1. Briefing ( 4pm – 5pm)
2. Apologies for absence – were noted.
3. Minutes were ratified as a true and accurate record

b) 26.10.15
Procedural Motion Proposed

A procedural motion was proposed by the president because many members had to leave early due to other commitments. There was a majority vote to prioritise the motion voting and bring it forward on the agenda.

4. Motions

Agenda item 3 (Procedurally proposed from Agenda item 4). Motion; International Week
Proposed by; Annie Ferreira
Seconded by; Andreas Patsalos
Motion passed.

5. Sabbatical Officer Reports and Question Time

Officer reports were presented and noted
6. Any other business

a) Feed from UELSU/UEL partnership away day was noted
Agenda item: 3 (a)

Officer Report & Questions: President
Dear Councillors,

The past month has been bombarded with many meeting on various university committees. Some of them with papers that reach 202 pages. The fun bit of our role (
Progress has been made on our strategic plan and the shortlisting process is almost complete.

Working closely with our Vice Presidents we have planned a Christmas market, distribution of the few left over t-shirts from the schools and the Volunteer week upon our return in term 2.

We hosted one more Executive Night at Fiction, which went extremely well and students gave positive feedback regarding this event. This is something they would like to continue in term two.

Looking at national and international issues, our Union has been looking further into the Green paper (power point presentation circulated) and have also taken a stance on the parliament’s decision to extend air strikes in to Syria.
Policy was passed at our last General meeting regarding Prevent. In response to that we hosted stalls at hotspots on campus with the title “Preventing Prevent.” This was done mainly on December 7th which was the Day of Action set by the NUS Welfare and NUS Black Students’ Campaigns. Special thanks to our Student Governor Trustee and our Education officer for proposing and seconding this motion.
Regarding your motion on the spot checks, a meeting was scheduled with the head of student retention on November 26th however, unfortunately she cancelled on the day. I will attempt to reschedule a meeting with her on my return after the Christmas break.
I attended a meeting with your Welfare Officer and the Head of Residential Services on November 26th to explore the possibility of an 8th instalment for students who live on campus. She asked for 3 weeks to look into this matter which takes us to the end of the term, so we should have a formal response by the next council meeting.
There is progress being made on the Students’ Union strategic review.  Shortlisting is taking part this week so by next, I shall be in a position to share the successful tender applicant.

We have been working closely with the National Union of Students (NUS) to make progress with the Governance review. As a result of this we have a final, agreed project implementation plan with the end date being non-negotiable. 
I have equally allocated time to support our Vice Presidents with their campaigns and initiatives. I would like to thank them for their innovative ideas.

Last but not least, I would like to formally note and thank all of you who have helped us break the record of quorate Council meetings for the past 5 years! Your hard work and dedication is much appreciated! 
Yours faithfully,

Adrian Patsalos
UELSU President

Agenda item: 3 (b):

Officer Report & Questions: Vice President for Business, Law & Psychology
Dear Members,

Thank you for coming to the council meeting today. As the Community Development officer, I have engaged myself in actions that help our students to organise themselves and work together for a shared goal. On the previous council meeting report, I have mentioned being in touch with an organisation called ‘Enactus’, that creates entrepreneurial-based actions for the community, and linking our student who are interested in such activities. Myself along with our Civic Engagement Co-ordinator and the UEL Enterprise team have been working together to form a UEL Enterprise society. We have managed to gather some students who are interested in setting up a society and recently had our first meeting. We plan to have weekly meetings. 

Over the past month, I have attended various committee meetings and School Planning meetings for Business & Law and Psychology. I have also contributed my effort in our campaign called “Mind, Body and Soul’’, which was a three days event initiated by our Education officer. I have organised a Fifa tournament on the third day of our campaign which is ‘’Soul day” for our students to relax and gather together to participate in an activity they all enjoy to pursue.

I will also work together with my team for the upcoming event “Christmas Fair’’, which was initiated by the Societies and Communication officer. They event focuses to spread a positive vibe among the students right before they leave for the Christmas break.  

Furthermore, I have contacted Newham Council to seek or link us with their associates that are involved in community development projects and create volunteering opportunities for our student to take part in, just waiting for their response.

In the early next semester right after the break, myself along with the team has planned to organise a campaign called ‘’Volunteer Week’’ which will be commencing the week 18th January. We will be having stalls and various activities going on around the campus. For instance, Donation to charities, Food banks, Fund raising, sports, tea and coffee sessions, food stalls, gaming and entertainment.

The purpose of this campaign is to encourage students to contribute their time and come together and take collective action for solution or good cause.  This campaign would also benefit our students in some fundamental factors such as.

· Learn and develop skills

· Sense of achievement and motivation

· New experience, strengthen CV

· Be a part of the community

· Recognising new interests and hobbies

Agenda item: 3 (c):

Officer Report & Questions: Vice President for HSB & Cass
Dear councillors

It seems we are half way across the year already. I do not have a lot to update on or inform you of, just a couple of points I have been working on since the last council meeting.

Mind Body and Soul was launched. Huge thanks to Harpreet for all her hard work. We hope to revisit the campaign in March in line with national movements on mental health. I hope that this is something you’d like to work with us on even more as it affects so much of our students, and from conversations we had in the three days of the campaign, students do not recognise mental health as something fundamental to their studies, nor do they receive adequate support from those around them while at UEL.

Within HSB there has been a disturbing number of reports from programme reps and students about optional lab sessions being cancelled or not available for students. Currently working with HSB School rep on finding a solution that results in students and staff having a protocol in place to avoid last minute cancellations.

I attended Reps Conference, and it was amazing to see students there. Sessions were held on Quality of Learning and Teaching, equality in education and a quick keynote by the NUS Education officer, to highlight the importance of reps on a national level. I’d like to thank Nish for organising it despite the difficulties, and I look forward to continue working with the many programme reps who are keen to engage with the SU and everyone here today. 

As this is the last meeting of the year, I would like to finish off by thanking you all for your dedication and hard work, and wish all the luck with your revision and a very happy holiday. See you all in 2016!
Agenda item: 3 (d):

Officer Report & Questions: Vice President for ACE & Social Sciences
Dear all,

Welcome to our third council meeting.

Since our last meeting I haven’t got much to say however I will give update on projects I have been working on.

Payment for accommodation: UEL Instalments for Accommodation meeting with Vanessa Hansen has held at 26th November. Vanessa has asked for three weeks to give an update. I am hoping by January we will have an update.

Oyster Top up Point at Stratford John Smith: oyster top-up point at Stratford hasn’t been installed due to some technical problem. Gillian from john smiths contacting both UEL technical team and TFL technical team to solve the problem.

UELSU Radio: UELSU has launched a brand new radio station this year during International week, to be created and run by students at the University. You’ll be able to listen online to keep up-to-date on the latest goings on around campus and listen to some great music. For more information about the radio station feel free to get in touch in any of the following ways:

You can listen UELSU radio here,

 http://www.uelunion.org/media/radio/ 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/1631035767167777/  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/uelsuradio  

Email: r.queree@uel.ac.uk  

Bus service to USS: new bus service to USS has been introduced, I hope students will be hugely benefited by this bus service.

You can see bus timetable here,

http://www.uel.ac.uk/students/myuellinks/mycampus/uelbus/timetable/ 

Dropbox: library and learning service has introduced drop box service at USS campus. It would save students’ time and they can return their books from USS. 

Hub: Hub service also available at USS campus.

Gaming Console for both campuses: we have got XBOX ONE for docklands student union lounge and PLAYSTATION for Stratford student union dome.

Upcoming projects: 

2 more gaming console for both campuses.

Indoor gaming equipment for both campuses 

Christmas fair on 14th and 15th 

Volunteering week at January 

Have a lovely Christmas and New Year.
Agenda item: 3 (e):

Officer Report & Questions: Vice President for ADI & Combined Honours
Dear Councillors,

We held a student health campaign to promote health and wellbeing services available to students on and off campus. The campaign was called Mind Body & Soul. 

Mind Day highlighted mental health issues students may face at university. (Metro Centre)

Body Day highlighted physical and sexual health awareness. (Royal Docks Medical Centre, Cuppa Feel (Boob) Society)
Soul Day consisted of introducing students to relaxation techniques in-between their study sessions. These included Massages, Colouring booths, Henna, FIFA Tournaments.

This campaign aim to highlight the importance of student health, focusing on the element of ‘believe’ incorporating the universities BBA campaign, empowering students to believe in themselves and keep fit for study.

We had a Societies committee meeting earlier in November in which it was bough to my attention that societies feel they do not receive much information on what’s happening in the union regarding event & activities they can be involved with. As a solution I proposed a monthly newsletter to be sent out at the start of each month to provide societies an update on how societies are doing regards to the point’s leader board, upcoming events they can get involved with and society achievements. The first issue went out on 27th November evening. Societies can getting contact and email me any important events, activates or achievements that they want to be included in the issue to keep all societies informed. The next issue is due to be sent out start of January.

The Oh My Daze Newspaper is being re-launched this month. Very excited about this, we are looking for students to write for the paper. Please if any one has any burning issues or interesting news they would like to be included or even any feedback, it is most welcome, please drop me an email.

Internally we are in the process of re-vamping our Students’ Union Website and pages, trying to keep them all constantly up to date regarding any event and campaigns officers, societies and the university is running to keep our membership informed. We have recently hired a new Communications and Marketing Manager who started work on 1st Dec. This will be a great help to myself and Marion in making the union more efficient when it comes to communicating to our membership.

On the 14th & 15th Dec we will be having a UELSU Christmas Fair a day on each campus. We understand it is a hard time of the year where the holidays are just around the corner and students are drowned in stress of deadlines. We just want to keep their spirits up and motivated to get through the last few days, by creating a warm and lively atmosphere. The plan currently (when I wrote the report) stands as:
Stratford Monday 14th

· Free School T-Shirt Distribution

· Free Tea & Coffee all day in the lounge

· Free Biscuits & Cakes for students

· Christmas & Holiday Music 

· Society Stalls

Docklands Tuesday 15th:

· Social gathering for students staying on campus throughout Christmas (Cinema Screening maybe)

· Promote things to do in London during Christmas break

· Free Tea & Coffee all day in the lounge

· Free Biscuits & Cakes for students

· Christmas Food Stalls on Dockside

· Free School T-Shirt Distribution

· Christmas & Holiday Music 

· Society Stalls

For the fair on Docklands campus we are focusing on the students that will be staying on campus through-out the festive period. It can get lonely sometimes being away from family and friends especially for international students who are thousands of miles away from home. We want to organise a social gathering on the 15th in which all students staying over the break can interact and expand their friend circles, also we will be presenting a list of activities and places they can visit during the break. 

We hope to see you all there!

Hope you all enjoyed the term, wishing you all a lovely festive break and a very Happy New Year! ( 

Thanks, 
Harpreet K Hansi

Agenda item: 4
Motions
a) N/A
Agenda item: 5
Any other business 
b) UK air strikes in Syria
Student Council date:  14.12.15
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